
 

Historic Fletcher Place 

Walking Tour 

 
Theme: 

Moved and 
Removed! 

Lay-of-the-land and starting point 

The tour starts at the intersection of four streets—

Virginia and Fletcher avenues and South and East 

streets. The Fletcher Place neighborhood begins at the 

edge of the Mile Square—the original 1821 plan for 

Indianapolis with North, South, East and West streets 

making up the borders of the square and Governor’s 

Circle (now Monument Circle) in the center. The plan 

called for four diagonal avenues to radiate out from near 

the center: Indiana, Massachusetts, Virginia and Ken-

tucky.  Virginia is the only avenue to remain intact as a 

thru street. As of 2013, the completed Cultural Trail 

welcomes all to walk and bike and enjoy a newly revital-

ized  and vibrant Virginia Avenue—just follow the                         

  on the map!  

1. Dunaway’s restaurant, 351 S. East St. Look above 

the entrance of the two-story red brick building and 

you’ll see “Indiana Oxygen Company.” The company, 

established in 1915, built its new building at 435 S. 

Delaware in 1930. It features an interesting mix of Art 

Deco, Gothic and Tudor details—inside and out. And 

note the ironwork on the exterior. The building was 

purchased by Eli Lilly in 1991 and donated to Indiana 

Landmarks. All 735 tons of it were moved six blocks to 

its new home in 1995.  Landmarks found a buyer in 

1997 and the building became the home of Dunaway’s 

Palazzo Ossigeno (Oxygen Place) in 1998. 

2. Cross Fletcher Avenue to the imposing red brick 

Gothic Revival style church. But it wasn’t always red. It 

is reported to have been painted gray at the begin-

ning—possibly to resemble stone, then cream with 

white trim in 1927. The paint was removed in the1980s 

after the church sold the building. Fletcher Place 

Methodist Church, 501 Fletcher Ave., (dedicated in 

1874) was named for Calvin Fletcher, a major figure in 

Indianapolis’ history who owned much of the land  in 

the neighborhood, which is also named for him.  The 

church’s spire, removed in a high wind in 1917, was 

never rebuilt. The building has had several uses since 

the ’80s—its latest as condominiums since 2008.  

3. Walk south on Virginia, turn left on Lexington, and 

left again on Park to 429 Park, the Caito House, a 

1927 brick bungalow moved from 430 S. New Jersey in 

1990.  Look around and note that it is about 50 years 

younger than most of its neighbors. The house was 

built by August and Mary Ann Caito who had murals 

painted throughout it by German artist Otto Grashoff.  

“Gus” Caito arrived from Sicily in the 1890s with his 

parents and became a respected second-generation 

produce dealer dubbed The Banana King (as were 

some other Italian wholesalers).  Bananas hung from 

steel hooks in the cool basement.  Indiana Landmarks saved 

the house from destruction when Eli Lilly was expanding, 

with Lilly helping financially with the move.  Landmarks 

sold the house in 1992 with a rare covenant protecting the 

interior murals. 

4. Head back to Lexington and make a left to 616 Lexing-

ton, the Forsyth Home, an Italianate structure built in 1875.  

William Forsyth (1854-1935) was a member of the Hoosier 

Group of artists at the turn of the 20th Century with T.C. 

Steele, J. Ottis Adams, Otto Stark and Richard Gruelle. He 

taught at the Herron School of Art from 1906 until 1933—

when he and other instructors were fired by its newly ap-

pointed director. He lived in this house until 1905 when he 

moved to the suburbs—Irvington.  The house remained in 

his family, however, until 1948. It was moved to its current 

location in 1982 from 1014 Fletcher Ave., where it had dete-

riorated and was on the chopping block for demolition.  It 

underwent quite a transformation. 

5. Continue east on Lexington to College and go south to 

525 S. College, at the corner of Elm. The three-room with 

loft brick house was built in 1859 and sat at 221 E. Henry 

St. In 1900 the house was purchased by Philip and Michelina 

Caito, parents of Gus Caito (see stop 3 above). So Fletcher 

Place has two moved Caito homes—try not to get confused.  

This one was moved to its present location on two lots (the 

other was 702 Elm) in 1984—two years after it was pur-

chased by Lilly. The move was celebrated with snacks of 

bananas and toasts of Italian wine. Moves don’t always go 

perfectly, and shortly after the move a large part of the 

north wall collapsed. Landmarks found a buyer in 1986.  

6. & 7. Continue south on College and cross Virginia to  

Stevens Street. Head west on Stevens past the beautiful  

Italian Renaissance style Holy Rosary Church, completed in 

1925. (It was the first Italian National Church and school in 

the state.) Imagination is now called for! 

Imagine it’s 1936, times are tough and Holy Rosary Church 

builds a gas station right next door at the northeast corner 

of Stevens and East streets—to bring in income. Then imag-

ine that East Street is widened in 1938 and the church 

moves the gas station to the southeast corner for more 

space, and also moves the early 20th century brick bunga-

low that stood there to its present location at 623 S. East 

St. (They switched places!) The gas station was removed in 

1965 and made way for the parking lot.  

8. Now look across East Street to the Lilly campus. Imagine 

a brick Italianate residence, built in 1872, with a decorative 

iron fence in front at 616 S. East St. Holy Rosary bought it 

in 1937 for its rectory. After the Latin School (a high school 

for boys interested in the priesthood) opened in 1957 in 

space from the recently closed Holy Rosary School, the rec-

tory also served as “Faculty Residence.”  The Latin School 

closed in 1978, the building was sold to Lilly in 1983 and it 

was removed.  Try to imagine the many fine residences and 

businesses that once lined East Street.      2013             

The 186-foot spire on the Fletcher Place Methodist 

Episcopal Church, clearly visible from downtown, 

was removed in 1917 by a high wind.   
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  Fountain Square 

Check out Lacy 

Park (originally 

Greer Street Park) 

and its Bocce 

courts. 

The Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association and its  

predecessor, the Fletcher Place Historic Preservation       

Association, have been working for the revitalization of the 

neighborhood since 1977.  The neighborhood is comprised 

of two Historic Districts listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places: Fletcher Place Historic District, 1982 

(northeast of Virginia Avenue); and Holy Rosary/Danish 

Church Historic District, 1986. 

Learn more at: www.fletcherplace.org.                     2013                                            

The Oxygen Building rolls slowly along South Street in 1995.  It 

was moved from 435 S. Delaware  to the northeast corner of East 

Street and Fletcher Avenue to make way for a Lilly expansion. 

Three years later it opened as Dunaway’s restaurant.  It fits in 

nicely across from the Fletcher Place Methodist Church (in the 

background).  Photo courtesy Indiana Landmarks. 

 

   


