
Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association 
Meeting Agenda/Minutes 

September 8, 2020 – 7:04-8:24 p.m. 
 
 
CHANGES BECAUSE OF CORONAVIRUS QUARANTINE:  Since the Coronavirus 
quarantine began in March, we have held virtual monthly Association meetings.  We will 
continue to do that for the foreseeable future.  So, tune in the second Tuesday of each month at 
7 p.m. on Facebook and Zoom to hear Association President Dawn Olsen and other Association 
and community leaders give an update on all things Fletcher Place.  Below are the minutes of our 
September meeting on Facebook and Zoom.  We’ve had good attendance at the virtual meetings 
and continue to appreciate how everyone is staying connected as we move thru the pandemic 
together! 
 
Mission Statement: 

Preservation, revitalization and the promotion of the neighborhood as a walkable 
community of the City of Indianapolis known as historic Fletcher Place, with the goal of 
creating a total urban community while maintaining a respect for the past. 

 
Call to Order (7:04 p.m.): 

A. Introductions and welcome of new and regular attendees. 
• Association President Dawn Olsen convened the meeting and presided at our virtual 

meeting.  The virtual meetings will continue for the foreseeable future.  We again 
reordered the agenda to put our regular and special guest reports at the top, followed 
by specific new and old business action items, and ending with committee reports. 

B. Last meeting’s minutes 
• The August meeting minutes were approved. 

 
Regular Guests: 

A. Ike McCoy - Mayor’s Neighborhood Advocate 
• McCoy was not at this month’s meeting, but he sent Dawn Olsen several public 

safety contact information: 
i. Immediate Public Safety Concern:  911 

ii. To report a public safety non-emergency:  311 
iii. For all other issues including reporting missed trash pickup, zoning violations, 

abandoned and inoperable vehicles, graffiti, illegal dumping, potholes, reporting a 
traffic signal out, loose/dangerous animals, etc., please call the Mayor's Action 
Center at 317.327.4622 during regular business hours. 

iv. You can also download the RequestIndy App on any smartphone device or go 
to maps.indy.gov/RequestIndy/ to submit your concern online. 

v. To report a power outage, or a streetlight outage, please call Indianapolis Power 
and Light (IPL); 317.261.8111. 

vi. To report drainage issue in the Public Right of Way please call Citizens Energy; 
317.924.3311. 



vii. To report an environmental health issue, including occupied housing violations, 
call the Marion County Health Department; 317.221.2000. 

viii. To find out more about Social Services, call Connect2Help; 211 
B. Officer Kim Evans – IMPD 

• Officer Evans gave her regular incident report for the past month, and it was more 
encouraging than last month!  There were only four reported incidents last month 
(thefts, one carjacking), including another stolen car catalytic converter.   

C. Kristin Jones – District 16 City-County Councilwoman  
• Councilor Jones couldn’t attend this month because of City budget meetings, but she 

provided some Pandemic-related information to Dawn Olsen.  Attached are three 
City press releases, each of which was summarized by Dawn Olsen and discussed. 

D. Justin Moed – District 97 State Representative 
• Rep. Moed gave reports on interim study committees, legislation he is working on to 

introduce in the next session of the General Assembly, and several Pandemic-related 
imperatives.  We discussed general election voting (absentee ballots will start going 
out next week), school funding, eviction protection/relief, reappointment in 2021, and 
the INDOT closures coming up of the bridges over Calvary Street and Virginia 
Avenue over I-65 for new overlays.  Neighbors should vote early if they can, either in 
person or absentee. 

Special Guests: 
A.  Rosario Diego – Isaro’s International Market/Produce, 642 Virginia Avenue. 

• The Association was delighted to welcome to the meeting new business member 
Isaro’s International Market/Produce located in our prior Association meeting 
location.  Maria Diego briefed us on the market’s mission to serve the neighborhood, 
its current and anticipated offerings and hours, and how the market will operate and 
support Fletcher Place and Fountain Square.  At the conclusion of the discussion 
about Isaro’s Market, we heard briefly from Steve Schneider who has purchased the 
lot next to the Market to design and build a home as his family contemplates 
returning to Fletcher Place (he used to live in the Villaggio). 

 
New Business: 

A. Nominating Committee, Open Board Positions. 
• We have at least two Board seats (out of a total of nine directors) to be filled by the 

end of the year.  Association President Dawn Olsen will soon be appointing, in 
accordance with the Association’s Bylaws, a 5-person Nominating Committee (Rauf 
Khalid and Georgia Garvey will be two of the five) that will immediately start 
soliciting interest in Board service.  Additional nominations can come from the floor 
at the Association’s September and October meetings, with the formal vote at the 
November meeting.  If you are interested in being on the Nominating Committee or 
serving on the Board, talk to Dawn Olsen, any other member of the Board, or Rauf 
Khalid or Georgia Garvey.  Several suggestions came at this meeting whom the 
Nominating Committee will consider. 

B. Airbnbs 
• Dawn Olsen has been having discussions with local leaders about Airbnb issues and 

possible regulatory responses. 



C. Construction on Calvary Street & Virginia Avenue Bridges. 
• As mentioned earlier by Rep. Moed, the bridges will be temporarily closed starting 

this month for the installation of new overlays that will take a couple of weeks 
each.  That will impact traffic flow. 

D. Art show at the Dugout September 12, Noon to 9pm. 
• Courtney Bills described the art/community event coming up in the Dugout parking 

lot on Saturday, September 12.  It should be a fun event. 
E. Indiana Oxygen Building (old Dunaway’s Restaurant) 

• Justin Miller gave an introductory report on his developing plans for 
updating/preserving the historic building and finding an adaptive use.  Miller will be 
meeting with our Land Use Committee as his plans evolve.  He has owned the 
building for a couple of years. 

Old Business: 
A. Fletcher Place Masks 

• We will be giving out logo face masks as a part of our annual membership drive, 
starting at our annual picnic September 20.  Mask up and save lives!  Attached are 
our membership forms. 

B. Diversity/Equity/Inclusivity Committee 
• Allissa Impink and Gretchen Syverud are working hard to get neighborhood input on 

the new Diversity/Equity/Inclusivity Committee that will be set up by the 
Board.  Impink and Syverud have started meeting, talking about what our 
mission/vision should be, and investigating what other neighborhoods in the City are 
doing.  Eventually they will get broader input and put together written documents on 
the path forward. 

C.  Election Day & Voting 
• Here are some websites to get voting information: indianavoters.in.gov; 

commoncause.org; myreps.datamade.us.  Make your voting plans early, whether in 
person (early or on November 3) or absentee.  The United States Postal Service has 
sent a mailing to residents this week that starts by saying, “If you plan to vote by 
mail, plan ahead.” 

D.  Dog Park 
• The new Indianapolis Dog Park in Baters-Hendricks discussed last month was 

approved, so the project is off and running. 

Brief Committee and Representative Reports: 
A. Membership – Gretchen Syverud, Courtney Bills.  See the membership renewal forms 

attached. 
B.  Land Use / IHPC / COA – Trinity Hart, Larry Pfeffer 

• The Historiic Preservation Commission approved on September 2 the petition by the 
owner of 426 South Park for approval of windows installed differently than originally 
authorized.  We need to encourage neighbors to contact the Association when they 
get notice from any City land use agency so we can together explore options for 
responding. 

C. Finance / Audit – Sarah Savage 
• Sarah Savage is exploring the possibility of changing the Association’s bank. 



D. Social / Events – Sarah Savage 
• See the upcoming events listed at the end of these minutes. 

E. Gateway Committee – Jeff Brown 
• The soon-to-be-installed pedestrian pole will effectively block the view of the art 

piece/signage from the intersection at Fletcher and Pine. It's a long story, but INDOT 
never made an effort to coordinate with our Association.  Glenn Blackwood has it 
documented. We made multiple attempts a year ago to set up meetings with them. 
They completely ignored us and then attempted to save face this spring by saying 
they made an attempt to contact someone in our neighborhood. 

F.  Urban Times – Dawn Olsen 
• The September issue of Urban Times had three stories, thanks to Gretchen Syverud 

and Sarah Savage. The next deadline is/was September 9. That deadline is for the 
October issue, which will be delivered September 26.  Potential topics include 
highlighting new neighbors, a continuation of the "why we wear masks" campaign, 
Election Day recommendations, brief mention of the Great Indy Clean-Up, a general 
call-out for volunteers, a shout-out to Isaro's, and a Halloween Home Decorating 
Contest.  

G.  Southeast Neighborhood Congress / CBT – Rauf Khalid 
H.  Keep Indianapolis Beautiful – Bryan Truex 

• If any neighbor is interested in being a block captain, please contact Bryan Truex. 
I.   HUNI – Jim Lingenfelter 

• HUNI has been busy this quarter working on digitizing neighborhood walking & 
biking tours. This was done with a grant from Indiana Humanities and Indiana 
Landmarks and is endorsed by the Official Bicentennial Community Project. This 
will be a useful tool for residents to use to explore further historic neighborhoods in 
Indianapolis, use as a guide for visitors and prospective residents as well as 
promoting our historic urban neighborhoods. Information is available on the HUNI 
website http://www.huniindy.org/  The tours are great pieces of information and help 
outline many of the parts of the city represented and the significant history each 
neighborhood contributes to our city. 

 
Adjourn (8:24 p.m.) 
 

Mark Your Calendar: 

September 20, 4:30-6:30 pm - Fletcher Place Annual Neighborhood Picnic 
October 6 - National Night Out    
October 13 – Next Association virtual meeting, 7 pm on Facebook and Zoom 
 
 

Charlie Richardson, Secretary  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mayor Joe Hogsett highlights COVID-19 Relief education funding 
Indy Achieves completion grants, adult education programs expanded through federal funds 

  
INDIANAPOLIS – Today Mayor Joe Hogsett joined City-County Council President Vop Osili, 
Ivy Tech Community College Chancellor of Central Indiana Dr. Kathleen Lee, IUPUI Associate 
Vice Chancellor Boyd Bradshaw, and EmployIndy Chief Operations Officer Marie Mackintosh 
to call attention to expanded postsecondary education programming made possible through 
federal CARES Act spending.  
 
“Postsecondary education will be just as big a part of gainful employment post-pandemic as 
it was pre-pandemic,” said Mayor Hogsett. “If our community is dedicated to a return to an 
even better Indianapolis, we must find ways to provide a realistic path to prosperity for all 
residents. Our success as a city depends not just on attracting the business of the future, but 
on educating the workforce of the future. Today, we take a step toward that goal during a 
difficult time.” 
 
“The City-County Council is proud to support Indianapolis students and our institutions of 
learning,” said President Osili. “Quality education is a powerful force for equity, and these 
education grants will make an incredible difference in the lives of residents from 
neighborhoods across our city.”  
 
The appropriation included $327,500 for Indy Achieves completion grants, which cover 
debt, unpaid bursar bills, and other substantial debts preventing IUPUI and Ivy Tech students 
from continuing their postsecondary education. Students are able to use these newly 
allocated funds and return for the Fall 2020 term. While the deadline for IUPUI has passed, 
Marion County residents who want to return and complete their postsecondary degree or 
credential at Ivy Tech can still request a Reconnect Completion Grant by going to 
indyachieves.org/completion-grants.   
 
The appropriation also included $1.1 million in additional funding towards Rapid Reskilling 
Grants to be distributed by EmployIndy to seven local adult education providers. The funds 
can be used for expenses related to e-learning and short-term postsecondary certifications 
that lead to better job opportunities. The City had previously allocated $1.5 million towards 
the program in the June 8 CARES Act package in order to increase the opportunities available 
to adult students seeking their high school equivalency, high school diploma, or 
postsecondary certifications. Local partners include Washington Township, Wayne 
Township, Warren Township, Goodwill Excel Centers, Marian University, Indy Reads, and 
the YMCA.   
 

FOR IMMEDIATE  

RELEASE 

August 20, 2020 

 
 



 

“This appropriation allows for individuals to overcome barriers to pursuing and completing 
their secondary or postsecondary degree, which will better prepare them to land a good job 
in Indianapolis as the economy recovers,” said Marie Mackintosh. “Adult education providers 
are now able to serve a wider range of Indianapolis residents and a greater number of Ivy 
Tech and IUPUI students have the unique opportunity to continue pursuing their degree.” 
 
The City-County Council passed the second package of federal CARES Act funding on August 
10, adding $16 million in public health, social service, technological, and economic recovery 
investments on top of the $76 million allocation passed on June 8. 
 
 ###  
 
CONTACT:  
 
Mark Bode | Deputy Communications Director | Office of Mayor Joe Hogsett 
mark.bode@indy.gov | 317-995-3289 
 
Kate Parrish | Strategic Communications Manager | EmployIndy 
kparrish@employindy.org | 630-877-7545 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mayor Joe Hogsett, Dr. Virginia Caine Present COVID-19 Data, Public 
Health Order Updates 

Pandemic spread has slowed in last month; major street closures to expire, bars and 
nightclubs permitted to reopen at 25% indoor capacity 

  
INDIANAPOLIS – Today Mayor Joe Hogsett and Marion County Public Health Department 
Director Dr. Virginia Caine presented updated data and unveiled changes to restrictions in 
the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. Major changes include the reopening of bars and 
nightclubs at limited capacity and the end of major road closures for outdoor dining.  
 
“No other crisis in recent history has called on our bravery, our commitment, and our unity 
more than this one,” said Mayor Hogsett. “It calls on us to be informed, responsible, and 
motivated. It calls us to act with one another’s health in mind. To that end, the steps we’ve 
taken, as a city, to lower the transmission of this virus have allowed us to see a measure of 
success in recent weeks.” 
 
“The slowing of the pandemic’s spread over the past several weeks is promising,” said Dr. 
Caine. “We know that preserving and expanding this progress is contingent on residents 
wearing their masks, practicing responsible social distancing with their peers, and following 
other important health guidelines. As we approach the start of fall, residents should stay as 
vigilant as ever to keep our community safe.” 
 
The new Public Health Order goes into effect at 12:00 a.m. on September 8. Under the new 
order, bars and nightclubs may reopen using 25% of indoor seating and 50% of outdoor 
seating. These establishments must use table seating only, with six people maximum per 
table. Masks will be required when moving about the establishment, and while not eating or 
drinking. 
 
Beyond the Public Health Order, major street closures around the Dine Out Indy program, 
most notably Massachusetts Avenue and Broad Ripple Avenue, will end after Labor Day. The 
Department of Public Works and the Department of Neighborhood Services will continue to 
assist restaurants and businesses to creatively expand their outdoor footprint while weather 
permits, including the utilization of the public right of way where feasible. 
 
The countywide mask order begun July 9 remains in effect. Residents must wear face 
coverings in indoor public places and in outdoor public places where social distancing is not 
possible. MCPHD will continue to issue $1,000 fines for violations of the Public Health Order 
in effect. Violations can be reported by calling 317-221-5500 during business hours or 
emailing healthdept@marionhealth.org.  

FOR IMMEDIATE  

RELEASE 

September 3, 2020 

 
 



 

 
A copy of the MCPHD Public Health Order will be available on the MCPHD website. A copy of 
the presentation is attached. 
 
Marion County residents can request a free face covering at indy.gov/masks. Indianapolis 
residents impacted by COVID-19 should visit the City of Indianapolis resource guide, which 
can be viewed at indy.gov/covid. Spanish speaking residents can view the Resource Guide 
here. Individuals who are unable to navigate the city’s website can call 317-327-4MAC 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to talk to a customer service representative.  
 
 ###  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mayor Joe Hogsett announces grant recipients of the 
Music Cities Strategy Recovery Program 

17 live venues receive funds totaling $121,675 

  
INDIANAPOLIS – Today Mayor Joe Hogsett announced the recipients of the Music Cities 
Strategy Recovery Program, a grant program aimed at helping independent music venues 
impacted by Public Health Orders surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
“As we navigate the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, we must protect our live music 
venues and the continued vibrancy of our neighborhoods,” said Mayor Hogsett. “The success 
of these establishments will be key pieces of our return from the public health crisis and the 
comeback of our local economy. The Music Cities Strategy Recovery Program will help 
support venues during this difficult time and allow them to begin planning for the future.”   
 
The program was open to independent music venues located within Marion County. Grants 
are to be used for overhead costs, which may include monthly rent or mortgage payments 
and utility payments. The program was funded by federal CARES Act dollars approved by the 
City-County Council on June 8. Musical Family Tree, the administrator of the grant, reviewed 
17 applications. All 17 applicants received funding, averaging $7,398, for a total of $121,675.  
 
“We are honored to have been able to distribute these grants to independent venues to 
provide some relief in the hope that they can be there for us on the other side of this,” said 
Jim Rawlinson, Board Chair of Musical Family Tree. “Thank you to the Mayor's Office for 
valuing local music in Indianapolis.” 
 
"We are thankful for a city that recognizes the cultural importance of independent live music 
venues.  The Indiana Independent Venue alliance has been working hard to provide impact 
data that supports important grant programs like the Music Strategy Recovery Program,” 
said Josh Baker, IIVA Founder and Executive Director. “We have a long road ahead, but these 
opportunities provide hope and instill confidence that these independent businesses are 
valued contributors to our local economy. " 
 
“We’re honored and grateful to the City and MFT for awarding AJ’s Lounge this much needed 
grant during this difficult business environment,” stated Gwen Robinson, grant recipient and 
owner of AJ’s Lounge. “A huge thanks to the generosity to the Mayor’s Office and MFT. This 
is a great show of support for Indy’s Music scene.” Said David Allee, Grantee and owner of 
the Jazz Kitchen. “On behalf of our staff, patrons, and myself – we can’t thank you enough.” 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE  

RELEASE 

August 24, 2020 

 
 



 

Below is a list of the grant recipients:  
 

Venue Name Neighborhood/Cultural District 
AJ’s Lounge Old Southside (Babe Denny) 
Black Circle Keystone Monon 
Burnside Inn Massachusetts Ave. 
Chatterbox Jazz Club Massachusetts Ave. 
Duke’s Indy Germania Creek 
HI-FI Indy & Hi-Fi Annex Fountain Square 
Hoosier Dome Fountain Square 
Melody Inn Butler Tarkington 
Mousetrap Lake Maxinhall 
Radio Radio Fountain Square 
Slippery Noodle Inn Wholesale District 
Square Cat Vinyl Fountain Square 
State Street Pub Arsenal Heights 
The Jazz Kitchen Meridian Kessler 
The Patron Saint Wholesale District 
The Vogue Broad Ripple 
White Rabbit Cabaret Fountain Square 

 
Grant review team members included Rawlinson; Alan Bacon (United Way of Central 
Indiana, musician); Stacia Murphy (Indy Chamber, MFT Board Member, musician); Susanna 
Taft (Indy Chamber Indy Music Strategy); and Andy Duncan (Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Indianapolis, musician, MFT Board Member). 
 
 ###  
 
 
 
    



 

 
 
Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association Business Membership Form 
 
Please write legibly  - If you would like to complete this online please go to:  http://fletcherplace.org/join.php 
 
Business Name_______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Name _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________ 
 
Business Phone _______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Phone _______________________________________________________ 
 
(Providing your email address will help us keep you informed of neighborhood events and activities) 
 
Business Email _______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Email _______________________________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association and mail to:  
Attn: Malissa Escalante 719 Virginia Ave. Unit 217 Indianapolis, IN 46203. 
 
Business Basic:  $50.00______ Business Promoter:  $100.00_______   Other $________ 
 
New business members will receive a free Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association sign for your business. 
 
____Check here if you have questions about the FPNA and would like to be contacted by one of our committee members.  
 
 
 For FPNA Membership committee use only: 
 
Member added to membership list____  by:______________ 
Bus. Name 1__ Cont Name 2 ___Address___ Phone 1___ Phone 2___ Email 1___ Email 2___Sheet 1___Sheet 2___Sheet 3___ 
 
Form of payment:  Cash_____   PayPal _____ Check_____#_______Receipt provided____________ 

FPNA Meeting:     
Every second Tuesday of the month        
7:00pm @ 642 Virginia Ave  
Fletcher Place Art and Books  
 

Join us for coffee with neighbors:  every 
second and third Saturday of the month 
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
 
In addition, we have FPNA dinner club 
and game night every other month.  
Please join NextDoor @ 
www.nextdoor.com to find out the 
meeting locations. 
 

FPNA Meetings
Every second Tuesday of the month
Starts at 7 p.m. 
Currently hosted on Zoom, Facebook  
Live, and over the phone. 

NextDoor
Consider joining the Fletcher Place  
neighborhood online! Visit nextdoor.com to  
join the community and learn the latest news. 

Please make checks payable to Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association and mail to:
Attn: Gretchen Syverud, 526 S. Pine St., Indianapolis, IN 46203



 

Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association Membership Form 

Please write legibly – If you would like to complete this form online, please go to:  http://fletcherplace.org/join.php 

Name 1_____________________________________________________________________ 

Name 2_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone 1_____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone 2_____________________________________________________________________ 

(Providing your email address will help us keep you informed of neighborhood events and activities) 
Email 1_____________________________________________________________________ 

Email 2_____________________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association and mail to:  
Attn: Dennis Carr 922 Noble St Indianapolis, IN 46203. 

Individual Basic:  $5.00______  Benefactor:  $25.00_____ 

Advocate:  $50.00______  Mover and Shaker:  $75.00_____ 

Sage of Woodlawn:  $100______  Other:  $________ 

___ Check here if you would like to receive an E-mail with information on how to purchase a Fletcher Place 
Neighborhood Association sign for your home. 

___ Check here if you have questions about the FPNA and would like to be contacted by one of our membership 
committee members. 

 
For FPNA Membership Committee use only: 

Member added to membership list____ by:______________  
Name 1___ Name 2 ___ Address____ Phone 1____ Phone 2____ Email 1____ Email 2____Sheet 1___Sheet 2___ 
Form of payment: Cash_____ PayPal _____ Check_____#_______Receipt provided____________ 

FPNA Meetings
Every second Tuesday of the month
Starts at 7 p.m. 
Currently hosted on Zoom, Facebook Live, 
and over the phone. 

NextDoor
Consider joining the Fletcher Place 
neighborhood online! Visit nextdoor.com to 
join the community and learn the latest news. 

Please make checks payable to Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association and mail to:
Attn: Gretchen Syverud, 526 S. Pine St., Indianapolis, IN 46203




