Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association
Meeting Agenda/Minutes
August 11, 2020 – 7:05-8:35 p.m.

CHANGES BECAUSE OF CORONAVIRUS QUARANTINE: Since the Coronavirus
quarantine began in March, we have held virtual monthly Association meetings. We will
continue to do that for the foreseeable future. So, tune in the second Tuesday of each month at
7 p.m. on Facebook and Zoom to hear Association President Dawn Olsen and other Association
and community leaders give an update on all things Fletcher Place. Below are the minutes of our
August meeting on Facebook and Zoom. We’ve had good attendance at the virtual meetings and
continue to appreciate how everyone is staying connected as we move thru the pandemic
together!
Mission Statement:

Preservation, revitalization and the promotion of the neighborhood as a walkable community of the City of
Indianapolis known as historic Fletcher Place, with the goal of creating a total urban community while
maintaining a respect for the past.

Call to Order (7:05 p.m.):
A. Introductions and welcome of new and regular attendees.
• Association President Dawn Olsen convened the meeting and presided at our virtual
meeting. The virtual meetings will continue for the foreseeable future. We reordered
the agenda this month to put our regular and special guest reports at the top, along
with specific new and old business action items, followed at the end by committee
reports.
B. Last meeting’s minutes
• The July meeting minutes were approved.
Regular Guests:
A. Ike McCoy - Mayor’s Neighborhood Advocate
• McCoy was not at this month’s meeting, but he provided information about the City’s
new proposed budget that Dawn Olsen summarized.
B. Officer Kim Evans – IMPD
• Officer Evans gave her regular incident report for the past month, with a substantial
increase. She encouraged vigilance in not leaving valuables in cars, locking your
cars, leaving on porch lights, being vigilant, and reporting incidents to IPD. Many
downtown businesses are not doing well, and everyone in the City needs to support
them as best we can during the Pandemic. The City continues to work hard on the
homeless situation and to deal with encampments, etc., particularly around City
Market and on the Circle. Finally, be sure to report large groups without masks or
merchants not following City guidelines. Officer Evans also mentioned a successful
food distribution from the Anthem campus on the north edge of our neighborhood.
C. Kristin Jones – District 16 City-County Councilwoman
• Councilor Jones had budget meetings tonight, but sent us information to post,
including today’s Press Release on updated COVID requirement enforcement. See
attached.
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D. Justin Moed – District 97 State Representative
• Rep. Moed gave reports on interim study committees (including on our food supply),
Pandemic measures, eviction moratoriums, school reopening measures, and absentee
balloting. He also discussed possible impact on the State’s finances of the Pandemic
and the Recession. Finally, we talked about election procedures and the need for
everyone with health conditions or concerns to request absentee ballots ASAP. Vote
early!
Special Guests:
A. Laura Giffel – Indy Dog Park Co.
• Giffel briefed us on plans for the new dog park just south of our neighborhood in
Bates-Hendricks on East Street near Immanuel Church. Fund raising and
construction planning is underway, with a possible opening date in October. Go to
IndyGodPark.com for more information. There is a good article on the park in the
August 14 IBJ featuring Erica Ballard, Executive Director of Indy Dog Park Co.
New Business:
A. New Downtown Family Planning Center
• Dawn Olsen reported on the new Title 10 facility on Delaware Street downtown. See
attached.
B. Election Day & Voting
• Dawn Olsen continued the conversation about Indiana’s general election and the
continuing conversation about voting by mail in the midst of the Pandemic. Absentee
ballots can be requested now, so go to https://indianavoters.in.gov// to get information
about how to do that. Don’t delay. See attached.
Old Business:
A. Fletcher Place Masks
• The Association’s Board is going to buy logo masks to encourage mask wearing:
wear masks and save lives! We’re considering giving those masks to individuals and
businesses who renew their Association memberships.
B. Nominating Committee
• We will be establishing a Nominating Committee this month to make
recommendations about new Board members. If you are interested in serving on that
Committee – or if you are interested in being on the Board – just let Association
President Olsen or any member of the Board know.
C. Diversity/Equity Committee
• As discussed in detail during last month’s meeting, the Board is moving forward with
a new Diversity/Equity Committee to lead the way in our being at the forefront of our
City’s discussion and action on diversity, inclusion, police reform/equality, and the
Black Lives Matter debate in our City. We’re finding out what other neighborhoods
are doing and what City resources are available.
D. Contingency Planning
• We’re also moving forward on the parallel contingency planning front as we face the
Pandemic, the Recession, and the fallout of both on our neighbors and our City.
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E. Great Indy Cleanup August 22
• We’re all set to clean up our neighborhood from 8 a.m. to noon on August 22. Of
course, we’ll be wearing masks, socially distancing, and being safe as we spiff up
Fletcher Place!
F. Criminal Justice Campus
• The big project in the Twin Ayre neighborhood East of us is going strong, with some
of the facilities starting to open yet this year and the bulk over the next 24 months.
The public safety, court, and mental health facilities at the campus offer significant
positives for the future of our City. When the Campus is finished, it will be a national
model. See attached.
Committee and Representative Reports:
A. Finance / Audit - Sarah Savage
• Savage gave a brief financial report, including a new business member (Isaro’s
Produce, the farmer marker at 642 Virginia Avenue).
B. Social / Events - Sarah Savage
• Savage gave a Social Committee Report. See the list of future events at the ends of
these minutes.
C. Gateway Committee – Jeff Brown
• Brown will be stepping down as the head of the Gateway Committee, so let Jeff,
Dawn Olsen, or any member of the Board know if you are interested in helping on
this important neighborhood initiative. Right now, INDOT is doing major
renovations of all four quadrants of the Gateway at the intersection of Fletcher and
Pine.
D. Urban Times – Dawn Olsen
• Olsen reported on this and next month’s issues and plans for future articles.
E. Southeast Neighborhood Congress - Rauf Khalid
• Dawn Olsen briefed the Association on continuing work on the quality of life plans.
F. SEND – Matt Impink
• SEND has a new Board Chair (Emily Van Ness), as it considers a feasibility study for
the Woodlawn parking lot in Fountain Square we discussed last month.
G. Keep Indianapolis Beautiful - Bryan Truex
• No report this month.
H. HUNI - Jim Lingenfelter
• Glenn Blackwood summarized the articles in the Urbans Times this month and next
about the 40-year history of HUNI. The articles describe well the important work of
HUNI in the life of our City.
I. Kids’ Association
• No report this month.
J. Membership – Gretchen Syverud, Courtney Bills
• No report this month.
K. Land Use / IHPC / COA – Trinity Hart, Larry Peffer
• The Land Use Committee has prepared a summary of its structure and procedures and
considered ways to make it even more effective. We are working to streamline
procures, including with City agencies.
Adjourn (8:35 p.m.)
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Mark Your Calendar:
August 22 - Great Indy Cleanup 8 a.m. to Noon
September 8 – Next Association virtual meeting, 7 p.m. on Facebook and Zoom
September 20 - Fletcher Place Annual Neighborhood Picnic
October 6 - National Night Out
October 25 - Kids Halloween Party
Charlie Richardson, Secretary
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FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE
August 11, 2020

Mayor Joe Hogsett, Dr. Virginia Caine Present COVID-19 Update
MCPHD to pursue enhanced enforcement of Public Health Orders
INDIANAPOLIS – Today Mayor Joe Hogsett and Marion County Public Health Department
Director Dr. Virginia Caine announced updated measures in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic, including enhanced enforcement against those who violate Public Health Orders
and revised capacity requirements for certain businesses.
“This virus is a long-term test of our unity. A test we can pass,” said Mayor Hogsett. “That’s
why, once again this morning, I am pleading with all residents and business owners: do your
part to follow the public health guidance, avoid unnecessary risk for you and your family,
and above all – listen to responsible and informed voices.”
“Over the past two months, we have relied on educations and warnings to enforce our Public
Health Orders, yet we have still seen several recent high-profile violations,” said Dr. Caine.
“Those who choose not to comply with the order can no longer claim lack of awareness. For
that reason, we will be stepping up enforcement against those who endanger customers and
neighbors in Marion County.”
Over the past two months, MCPHD received 407 complaints and issued 2 citations. MCPHD
will now immediately issue $1,000 fines for violations of the Public Health Order in effect.
Violations can be reported by calling 317-221-5500 during business hours or emailing
healthdept@marionhealth.org.
The new Public Health Order goes into effect at 12:00 a.m. on August 14. Highlights include:
• Bars and nightclubs must remain closed.
o This includes 21 and over establishments that did not have a food menu before
March 1, 2020
o All ages restaurants are limited to 50% indoor and outdoor capacity.
o Full menu, age-restricted restaurants limited to 25% capacity indoors
o Table service required for all indoor dining and no bar service permitted
o Masks required when not eating or drinking
• School sports are required to follow IHSAA guidelines.
o For football programs, that includes:
▪ Social distancing of 6 feet at all times while in the team box
▪ No handshake at coin toss
▪ Masks on sidelines
o Maximum 250 people allowed in stands
▪ Masks required for all individuals in the stands

•

▪ No congregation at concessions
Continued recommended 14-day quarantine following travel to states or countries
with high positivity rates. A list of applicable places will be available on the Marion
County Public Health Department website.

The countywide mask order begun July 9 remains in effect. Residents must wear face
coverings in indoor public places and in outdoor public places where social distancing is not
possible.
A copy of the MCPHD Public Health Order will be available on the MCPHD website. A copy of
the presentation is attached.
Marion County residents can request a free face covering at indy.gov/masks. Indianapolis
residents impacted by COVID-19 should visit the City of Indianapolis resource guide, which
can be viewed at www.indy.gov/covid. Spanish speaking residents can view the Resource
Guide here. Individuals who are unable to navigate the city’s website can call 317-327-4MAC
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to talk to a customer service representative.
###
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This flyer was partially funded by a grant from the US Dept of Health &
Human Services (DHHS).

YOUR VOTE MATTERS! Important Dates and Resources to Make Voting Easy
Election Day is Tuesday, November 3, 2020
How – When – Where will you vote? Make your plan now!
DO EVERYTHING EARLY!!!

Don’t wait to register or request your absentee voter application. During the primary election in June, processing of
registrations and absentee voter applications was slowed due to the pandemic. More people will be voting in November,
so more delays are likely. Even if you are registered and plan to vote in person, do your research now to avoid surprises.

To Register Online or Check Your Voter Registration go to: https://indianavoters.in.gov/
•
•
•

•

If you are registering to vote for the first time – do it now! The last day to register to vote is October 5th.
If you are already registered to vote, check your registration to make sure your information is current.
To vote in person you will need to have one of the following:
o Valid/current Indiana Driver’s license
o Valid/current State ID card
o Federal ID and a 2nd piece of identification that includes your current address
First time voters should bring the voter registration acknowledgement card (sent after registering) & valid ID

How Will You Vote - In Person or Absentee?
ABSENTEE OR MAIL-IN VOTING
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do you qualify to vote absentee by mail? The election is in November, but you can request your absentee ballot
now. The Marion County Clerk’s office will mail you your ballot in October.
The deadline for the Clerk to receive your absentee ballot application is October 22nd.
To check qualifications & submit your online application go to https://indianavoters.in.gov/
Select Apply Online/Print forms * Select Visit My Voter Portal, input data * Select Vote by Mail
You will receive your absentee ballot in October. Vote and Mail your Absentee Ballot in Right Away.
Completed ballots must be received by the Clerk’s office before noon on election day, November 3rd!

When and Where Will You Vote? On or Before Election Day?
IN PERSON VOTING
•
•
•
•

You can vote in person before election day. Early voting will be available October 6th – November 2nd with
limited locations and hours. Early voting is a great option as weekday, evening and weekend hours are available.
November 3rd is Election Day. Polls/Vote Centers will be open from 6am-6pm. Expect long waits – dress
appropriately, bring a folding chair and water. Don’t forget your ID!
Check the locations of Vote Centers NOW and plan accordingly, as your old polling site may no longer be open.
Go to https://vote.indy.gov/vote-centers/ to find a time and a location convenient to your work or home.

NO MATTER WHAT PRECINCT YOU ARE REGISTERED IN, YOU CAN CAST YOUR BALLOT AT ANY VOTE CENTER

How Will You Get There? Uber and Lyft offer free rides to vote centers on election day.
Who Will You Vote For?

Decide what issues are important to you and find candidates that best represent these issues. Several resources listed
below will list who is on the ballot and provide insight into each candidates’ platforms; as well as, other important
information on voting and voter registration. The Gubernatorial and Presidential debates will take place in October.

Great Resources

https://indianavoters.in.gov/ State of Indiana – check registration status, see who’s on your ballot, find vote centers
https://www.vote411.org/indiana Indiana League of Women Voters – candidate info, important dates, and more
https://www.voteriders.org/ VoterIDers – help for obtaining voter ID and voter ID information
https://www.whenweallvote.org/ When We All Vote – how to help others vote, get involved, and more
https://www.indy.gov/agency/marion-county-clerks-office Marion County Clerk’s Office- links to voter information
http://lwvindy.org/ Indianapolis League of Women Voters - how get involved with voting issues in your community

Justice begins
with community
With a comprehensive
approach, we can stop the
revolving door of justice that
is so costly for our community.

Situated in the Twin Aire neighborhood, the Community Justice
Campus broke ground in 2018 with expected completion in
2022. It will bring together community partners dedicated to a
modern, holistic, and data-driven approach to justice.
The campus will feature the Assessment and Intervention
Center (AIC), a mental health and addiction treatment center
addressing critical root causes of detention and recidivism.
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Marion Superior Court:
Probation Department

